BOOKS
“Except for a living man there’s nothing more wonderful than book! they teach us and open their hearts to us as brothers,” wrote Charles Kingsley an English writer of the 19 century. I fully agree with this statement. Books play a very important role in our life.

Since childhood we’ve got acquainted with books. They helped us to learn the things around us, form our character, wide our outlook and understand the rule of life. They helped us to define what is right and what is wrong, they taught us to think. And still we learn a lot of interesting and useful while reading them.

Every family has a home library. So does mine. Everybody in our family is keen on reading, and we’ve got a rich and widely-read library at home. My grandparents began to collect books many years ago when it was not so easy matter. I’m very grateful to them, because I have hundreds of books at home and very seldom have to go to the library. My parents continue enriching our library and I’m sure I’ll do the same.

What to tell about our library? We have books to different tastes and for different purposes: my friends often come to me to lend this or that book and my parents don’t mind it, because they are sure that books must be used for reading, not for decorating.

As for me I’m a great reader of books. I can’t say what particular books I prefer. I prefer every kind. I think it’s because different types of books arouse different emotions and stir my imagination. In my opinion it is very exciting. Besides, reading different kinds of books make my life richer and extend my erudition.

There are some names in Russian and foreign literature that are very dear to me. In Russian literature I value.... . For me he is a real intellectual and aristocrat, a person of culture, devoted to literature. He created a number of national characters in his books. As for me I like his descriptions of nature. They are so delightful. One may say that he’s too balanced, too poetic for the new age, but one must admit that these are the qualities we badly lack today.

Of the present writers I like .... . His works are very human and realistic. They assert high moral principles into life, that’s very important nowadays.

As for my favourite foreign writers I have some of them too. Mostly they are English or American ones. I like to read books by ... . But most of all I like to read works by Bernard Show. He is the greatest playwright of 20 century.

George Bernard Show was born in Dublin in 1856. His father was a shop assistant, and his mother was a teacher of music and a gifted singer. It was she who supported the family. Discort reigned the family so Show could not get good education. When he was 15 his mother left Dublin for London to get more money and he got fixed up in a job as a clerk.

Show was a self-educated person. All his deep knowledge he learnt without a teacher, his native country Ireland influenced him greatly with its poetic nature and the reality saturated with its loud contradictions.

In 1875 two famous preachers came in Dublin from New York and Show came out against them in “Public Opinion” with a witty article. It was his first article but it has a sensational success.

Since that time literature became his meaning of life. He created a lot of works, and all of them are full of humour and easy for reading.

Among the great number of plays written by Show my favourite one is “Pygmalion. It was written in 1912. It was staged in many countries in different theatres as “My Fair Lady» but still it is a success.

The name of the play comes from an ancient myth according to which Pygmalion, who was a famous sculptor, fell in love with the statue of Galathea, created by him and it was returned to life with his entreaties. So, as Pygmalion, a talented professor of phonetics, Mr. Higgins, managed to turn a street flower-girl, Elise Dulittle, into a charming woman, taught her to speak English correctly, not as a Cockney, and after all, like Pygmalion, fell in love with her.

