UNIT 11
THE USA

The United States of America

The United States is situated in the central part of the North
American continent (except for Alaska and Hawaii). It is washed
by the Atlantic Ocean in the east and by the Pacific Ocean in the
west. In the north it borders Canada and in the south it borders
Mexico. The United States is the fourth largest country in the world
after Russia, Canada, and China. It has an area of about 10 million
square kilometers and its population is over 270 million people.
The great majority of the population is English-speaking Americans.
There are many ethnic groups in the United States. The largest
group is Black Americans (about 12% of the population).

The US consists of 50 states and the District of Columbia. It is
a special federal area where the capital of the country, Washington,
is situated. The largest state is Alaska. Hawaii is one of the smallest
states; it is a group of islands in the Pacific Ocean. California, New
York, Texas, Florida, Pennsylvania, Illinois, Ohio are the most
heavily populated states, and Wyoming, Vermont and Alaska are
the least populated states. The largest cities are New York, Los
Angeles, Chicago, San-Francisco and Philadelphia.

The continental part of the USA consists of 4 geographical
parts: 2 highland and 2 lowland regions. The highland regions are
the Appalachian Mountains in the east and the Cordillera in the
west. The Appalachian Mountains are ancient, strongly destroyed
mountains of no great height. The valleys between them are rich in
coal. It is the oldest mountain system in the US.

Unlike the Appalachian Mountains of the east, the Cordillera
is not a continuous chain. It consists of several high ranges, which
are the Rocky Mountains on the east and the Sierra Nevada and
the Cascade Range on the west. The Rocky Mountains are
considered to be young, high, rough and irregular in shape. Between
the Rocky Mountains ana the Appalachian Mountains there is the
vast Central Plain and the Plateau of Prairies or the Great Plains.

The main rivers of the USA are the Mississippi, the Missouri,
the Rio Grande, the Colorado, the Columbia and the Hudson River.
The five Great Lakes, between the USA and Canada, include Lake
Superior, Lake Michigan, Lake Huron, Lake Erie and Lake
Ontario. They are all joined together by short rivers or canals, and
the St. Lawrence River joins them to the Atlantic Ocean. The region
around the Great Lakes is known for its changeable weather. In the
west of the USA there is another lake called the Great Salt Lake.

The USA has many natural resources, such as coal, petroleum
and natural gas. The economy of the US is based upon free
enterprise.

The United States is one of the few countries in the world that
has no “official” national language. The basic language spoken
throughout the country is American English. The second language
is Spanish.

The main symbol of the USA is the national flag, which is often
called “The Stars and Stripes”. As there are 50 states in the USA,
there are 50 stars on the American flag. The flag also has 13 stripes:
seven red stripes and six white stripes. There is one stripe for each
of the first thirteen colonies of the United States. Other most famous
symbols of the USA are the bold eagle and the Statue of Liberty,
which is situated in New York on Liberty Island.

Vocabulary |

to be situated — pacnonararbca

to border — rpaHWYKUTD

majority — GONbLINHCTBO,
6osnbliias 4acTh

island — ocrpos

highland — ropras MecTHOCTD,
Haropbe

lowland — HusuHa, nonnHa,
HU3MEHHOCTD

the Appalachian Mountains —
Annanauu (2opot)

the Cordillera — Kopmwsepbi (20pst)

ancient — npeBHMit

destroyed — paspymeHHbIi

valley — nonuna

coal — yronp

unlike — B oTMuuMe oT

continuous chain — HenpepbIBHast
(ropHas) Lernb

the Rocky Mountains — Ckanuc-
THIE€ TOPbI

the Sierra Nevada — Creppa-
Hesana (eopet) ;

the Cascade Range — Kackanneie
ropbl

te consider — cuyuTaTh

rough — HepOBHBIIA

shape — ¢opma

vast — oO1upHBbIii

the Mississippi — Muccucunn

(pexa)
the Missouri — Muccypu (pexa)



the Rio Grande — Puo-Ipanne petroleum — HedTh

(pexa) natural gas — npupoaHkif ra3
the Colorado — Konopano (pexa) free enterprise — cBoGoaHOE
the Columbia — Konym6us (pexa) MpeanpUHUMATENIBCTBO
the Hudson River — I'ynsoH (peka) | throughout the country — o Bceit
to include — BKJIIOYATH CTpaHe

Questions |

1. Where is the USA situated? 2. What’s the total area of the
country? 3. How many states does the USA consist of? 4. What is
the capital of the country? 5. What is the population of the USA?
6. What mountains in the USA do you know? 7. What are the largest
rivers? 8. What lakes in the USA do you know? Where are they
situated? 9. What is the official national language in the USA?
10. Can you compare the geographical positions of Russia and
the USA?

American Climate

The climate of the US is temperate, with four distinct seasons.
The USA is a very large country, so it has several different climate
zones.

The coldest regions are in the north and northeast, where a lot
of snow falls in winter. The climate of Alaska is arctic.

All along the western coast, the temperature changes little
between winter and summer months, while in the north central
part of the country the temperature difference between winter and
summer is very great — 36 degrees centigrade and even more. In all
of the heavily populated parts of the United States the summer can
be extremely hot, and particularly near the eastern seaboard it is
very unpleasant. In the winter, on the other hand, it can be very
cold.

The climate along the Pacific coast is much warmer than that
of the Atlantic coast. Parts of the Pacific coast are very wet. It is
determined by the range of mountains. The west coastal territory is
favourable for agriculture.

To the east, beyond the mountains, there is a vast dry region.
This dry land extends from Canada to Mexico. But still farther east.

in the southeastern United States, you can find another wet region.
On the whole the East is much wetter than the West. The climate of
eastern and central America is continental and more resembles that
of Russia.

One of the most important geographical boundaries in the
United States is the 50-centimeter rainfall line, which runs north
and south almost through the middle of the country. East of the
line, farming is relatively easy, and the population is relatively large.
West of the line, there are irrigation systems, dry-farming, grazing

and fewer people.

The south has a subtropical climate. The hottest places are
Florida, Texas, New Mexico and Arizona.

Americans can gather several crops a year. They grow wheat
and corn (in the north and the northeast), tobacco and cotton (in
the southeast), grapes (in the west). In the west cattle breeding is
popular (sheep, cows). On the whole agricultural conditions are

very favourable.

Vocabulary |

temperate — yMepeHHbIHI

extremely — 4ype3BbIYaiiHO, OYEHb

particularly — ocoGeHHo,
B 0COOEHHOCTH

seaboard — Mopcxoe noGepexbe

to determine — onpenessiTh

range — LeNb

favourable — GaronpusATHLBII

agriculture — ceJbCKOE X03SHCTBO

beyond — 3a, no Ty cTopoHy

vast — o01KpPHBII

dry — cyxoii, 3aCylLIMBBIi

o extend — npocTUpaThCs,
TAHYTBCS

farther — nanbuie

wet — BAaXHbIN

on the whole — B uesiom

to resemble — nMeTb CXOACTBO,
HaroMH1HAaTh

boundary — rpanuua

relatively — orHocurensHO

rainfall — atMocdepHbIe ocagkm,
KOJIMYECTBO aTMOCGHEPHBIX
0CaJKOB

irrigation — opolueHue, uppurauus

dry-farming — cyxoe 3emsiezienue,
GorapHoe 3emiiesenue

grazing — coJiepXXaHKe CKOTa Ha
nacToMILe, Ha ITOAHOXHOM
KOpMY

several — HecCKOJIbKO

Crop — ypoxai

Americans — OGpamume enuma-
Hue: Ha36aHUA HAYLOHANbHO-
cmeil mozym ynompebasnoca
KaK ¢ onpedeneHHbIM apmuKaem,
mak u be3 apmukas

wheat — muenuua

cotton — XJIOMOK

cattle breeding — pa3BeaeHue
KpYITHOTO pOraToro cKoTta

conditions — ycnoBus



American People

America is a friendly country. People easily start talking with
each other. When Americans meet people for the first time, they
usually shake hands. When they meet friends or relatives they
haven’t seen for a long time, they usually kiss them. You can easily
spot Americans abroad by their confident manners which come
from their sense of individual freedom — their first value and
belief.,

America is a nation of risk-takers. The first Americans left the
known of the Old World for the unknown of the New. They lived a
hard life, and they had to be tough and self-reliant. So, self-reliance
is usually the second national trait and moral value.

The first immigrants often faced difficult problems which
needed new solutions. So they soon learned to experiment that
led to another American trait, a sense of optimism. Most

Americans are sure that every problem has a solution: a difficult
problem can be solved at once; an impossible one may take a little
longer.

The third national value is material wealth. Most Americans
believe that wealth is a reward for hard work. And of course, they
believe in the American Dream “from rags to riches”. Americans
are optimistic and persistent. “If at first you don’t succeed, try, try
again” is their favorite saying.

Americans are always on the move. Moving about from place
to place is such a common practice that most Americans take it for
granted that they may live in four or five cities during their lifetime.
American people love speed. They like to cook in microwave ovens,
they prefer making phone calls to writing letters, and they like to
travel by air rather than bus or train.

Americans are patriots. They are proud of their flag and display
it in many places. National holidays such as Thanksgiving and
Independence Day greatly contribute to this feeling. There is, of
course, no typical American, but a certain stereotype does exist. In
my opinion, Americans are open-hearted, straightforward,

cheerful, relaxed and tough.

Vocabulary |

to spot — pacrno3HaBarh, y3Ha-
BaTh

confident — yBepeHHbIH

freedom — cBoGona

value — LIEeHHOCTB

belief — yGexnenue

tough — Kpenkuii, BLIHOCJIMBBIA,
YITOPHBI

self-reliant — nonararomuiics Ha
CBOM COOCTBEHHBIE CHJTBI

self-reliance — yBepeHHOCTb
B ce0e, B CBOMX CHJIaX

trait — uepra xapakrepa

solution — peleHue

wealth — 6oraTcTBO, G1arococTo-
AHWE

to believe — Beputh

reward — Harpana

from rags to riches — u3 HuuIETH
B POCKOLIb, U3 TPSI3H B KHS3U

persistent — yrnopHsiii, HacTOMH-
YUBBII

to succeed — n0o6uBaTLCS ycnexa,
npeycrieBaTh

common — pacrnpocTpaHeHHBIN

to take for granted — cuuraTth
camo coboit pasymeroiumMest

to contribute — cnocoGcTBOBaTH

open-hearted — uncrocepaeu-
HBIN, OTKPBITHII

straightforward — npsimolii,
OTKPOBEHHBI!, NPAMOAYILIHBIA

cheerful — xu3HepanocTHbIi

relaxed — packoBaHHbIM




