Great Britain

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
(the UK) is the official name of the British Kingdom. It occupies
most of the territory of the British Isles and consists of four
countries. They are England, Scotland, Wales and Northern
Ireland. Their capitals are London, Edinburgh, Cardiffand Belfast.

The UK is situated off the west coast of Europe between the
Atlantic Ocean on the northwest and the North Sea on the east. It
is separated from the European continent by the English Channel.
The narrowest part of the English Channel is called the Strait of
Dover. The total area of Great Britain is over 244,000 square
kilometres.

The UK is an island state: it is made up of two large islands and
several much smaller ones. The two main islands are Great Britain
to the east and Ireland to the west. They are separated by the Irish
Sea. Geographically, the island of Great Britain is subdivided into
two main regions — Lowland Britain and Highland Britain.
Lowland Britain comprises southern and eastern England.
Highland Britain consists of Scotland, most of Wales, the Pennines,
and the Lake District. Mountains are not very high. The highest

mountain is Ben Nevis in Scotland (1,343 m). England is separated

from Scotland by the Cheviot Hills, running from east to west.

There are a lot of rivers in Great Britain, but they are not very
long. The Severn is the longest river, while the Thames isthe deepest
and the most important one. The chiefriver in Scotland is the Clyde.
Great Britain has many beautiful lakes. The best known of them is
long narrow Loch Ness, legendary home of the famous monster.
On the northwest side of the Pennine system lies the Lake District,
containing beautiful lakes.

The largest cities of Great Britain are London, Birmingham,
Liverpool, Manchester, Sheffield, Leeds, Edinburgh, Glasgow,
Cardiff and Belfast.

The population of the United Kingdom is over 57 million
people. English is the official language. But some people speak
Gaelic in western Scotland, and Welsh in parts of northern and
central Wales.

The different parts of Britain have their own emblems. The red
rose is the national emblem of England. The thistle is the national
emblem of Scotland. The daffodils and the leek are the emblems of
Wales. And the shamrock is the national emblem of Ireland.

The flag of the United Kingdom is known as the Union Jack.
It is made up of three crosses: the cross of St. George (the patron
saint of England), the cross of St. Andrew (the patron saint of
Scotland) and the cross of St. Patrick (the patron saint of Ireland).

Vocabulary

to occupy — 3aHUMATh

to consist of — cocToATb U3

capital — cronuua

to be situated — pacriosnaratbecs

to be separated — otaensTeCA

narrow — y3Kuid

the Strait of Dover — [yBpckuii
nponus, nponus [1a-ne-Kane

total area — oGuias ruiomwans

to be made up of — cocToATh U3

several — HECKOJIbKO

to be subdivided — nonpasne-
JIATBCS

Lowland Britain — Hu3MeHHas
yacTb BenukoOpuraHuu

Highland Britain — ropucras
yacTh Benuko6puTaHnu

to comprise — BKJIIOYATH (6 cebsn)

southern — 10XHBIi

eastern — BOCTOYHBIA

mountain — ropa

important — BaXHbIi

famous — 3HaMEHUTBIN

the Lake District — OzepHblii
Kpai

contain — conepxarb

population — HaceneHue

western — 3arnagHbIi

northern — ceBepHbIit

different — pasnu4HbIiA

part — yacTtb

thistle — yeprononox

daffodil — Hapuucc

leek — nyx-nopeit

shamrock — TpunMcTHUK

Cross — KpecT

patron saint — CBATOM ITOKPOBH-
TeNb



British Climate

The climate of Great Britain is more or less the same as that of
the northwestern part of the European mainland. The popular
belief that it rains all the time in Britain is simply not true. In
fact, London gets no more rain in a year than most other European
cities. The amount of rain that falls on a town in Britain depends
on where it is. Generally speaking, the further west you go, the more
rain you get.

The climate of Great Britain is mild and temperate due to the
influence of the Gulf Stream. That means that it is never too hot or
too cold. Snow is a regular feature of the higher areas only.
Occasionally, in lower-lying parts winter can be without snow at all.

Usually the temperature is between 5 below zero and 23 above
zero. The driest period is from March to June and the wettest
months are from October to January. It seldom snows heavily in
winter, frost is rare. January and February are usually the coldest
months; July and August are the warmest ones. Sometimes the wind
brings whirlwinds or hurricanes. Droughts are rare.

The lack of extremes is the reason why, on the few occasions
when it gets very hot or very frosty, the country seems to be totally
unprepared for it. A bit of snow and a few days of frost and the
trains stop working and the roads are blocked. If the temperature
goes above 27°C, people behave as if they were in Sahara and
the temperature makes front-page-headlines. But these things
happen so rarely that it is not worth organizing life to be ready
for them.

The bad reputation of Britain’s climate is due to its
changeability. There is a saying that Britain doesn’t have a climate,
it only has weather. But English weather is never the same two days

running. One day it rains, the next day it may be sunny and then it
may be cold again. It may not rain very much altogether, but you
can never be sure of a dry day. There can be cool days in July and
some quite warm days in January.

So, we may say that the British climate has three main features:

it is mild, humid, and changeable. This humid and mild climate is

good for plants and flowers. That’s why Great Britain is such a green
country, with long rich grass for the cattle and sheep, and beautiful

lawns in the gardens.

Vocabulary |

mainland — mMaTepuk

belief — y6exneHue

amount — KOJIM4YeCTBO

to depend on — 3aBuCETh OT

further — nanee, nanviue

mild — msrkumii

temperate — yMepeHHbI

due to — Gnaronaps, u3-3a

influence — BiMAHUE

regular feature — nocrosiHHas
XapakTepHUCTUKa, YyepTa

occasionally — uHorzna, Bpems oT
BpEMEHH

dry — cyxoit

wet — BJIaXXHBIN

seldom — penxo

frost — Mopo3

rare — peakuu

wind — BeTep

whirlwind — BuXxpb, cMepy

hurricane — yparau

drought — 3acyxa

lack — orcyrcTBUE

reason — NpUYMHa

occasion — ciyyai

unprepared — HEeTOATOTOBJIEH -
HbIH

to behave — BecTi ceba

headline — 3aronoBok

changeability — nusmenun-
BOCTh

two days running — nBa gHs
noapsiI

humid — BnaxHbiit

cattle — ckor

lawn — nyxaiika, rason



What to See in the UK?

There are a lot of interesting places in Great Britain, which
are worth visiting. One of the most famous and mysterious
archaeological sites of Great Britain is Stonehenge. The huge
stones of Stonehenge were transported from Wales and set up in a
circle on Salisbury Plain. One of the mysteries is how it was ever
built with the technology of that time. Another is its purpose. It
appears to function as a kind of astronomical clock and we know
it was used by the Druids for ceremonies marking the passing of
the seasons. Nowadays every year thousands of young people go
to Stonehenge to take part in the midsummer Druid festival, but
only a small number of people are allowed near the circle of stones.
Stonehenge is fenced off to protect it from damage.

Another mysterious place is Loch Ness, one of the lakes in
Scotland, where some people think a large monster lives. The first
recorded sighting of Nessie was in the sixth century. But despite
scientific expeditions, underwater exploration and millions of
tourist photographs, the monster has resisted all attempts to
prove — or disprove — her existence. The monster has made Loch
Ness the most famous lake in the world. Others are longer, wider
and deeper, few are more beautiful, but none has monster to rival
Nessie.

The Lake District is the largest National Park in England. It is
situated on the northwest side of the Pennine system and contains
plenty of beautiful lakes which gave it its name. More picturesque
and diverse scenery can be found here than in any other area of
Britain. For the lover of outdoor life the Lake District has almost
everything. Make your own memories, on foot if you can, when
the June days are long, the clouds are high and the hills are free.
Perhaps then you may say that the Lake District is the loveliest spot
that man has ever found. ‘

Britain is known to be the garden kingdom. There are a lot of
extraordinary gardens and parks. Britain’s first Safari Park in
Longleat is famous for its exotic animals and the world’s largest
Maze. The Maze was planted in 1975. It consists of over 1,5 miles
pathways flanked by yew hedges.

Vocabulary |
worth visiting — 1OCTONHBIN despite — HecMoTpa Ha
roceuieHus scientific — HayuHbIiA

mysterious — TaMHCTBEHHBIA exploration — uccnenoBanue
archeological — apxeo.10ruye- to resist — COnMpoTHBIATHCS,
CKUH NMPOTUBOCTOAITH

site — MecTo attempt — nonsITKa
huge — OTPOMHBIA to prove — 10Ka3bIBaTh
to set up in a circle — ycranasmu- to disprove — onposeprathb

BaTh B KpyT existence — CyIecTBoBaHUE
mystery — TaiiHa to rival — conepHuYaTh, KOHKY-
purpose — LieJib, Ha3HaYEHUE pHpPOBaTh
It appears to function as ... — OH, picturesque — XXMBOTMCHBIA

N0-BUAMMOMY, MOXET (pyHKIM- | diverse — pazHOOGpasHbIi
OHUPOBATh Kak... scenery — reizax

Druids — npyuasl, XpeLsl y hills — ropst
JIPEBHHUX KEJILTOB perhaps — BO3MOXHO

to mark — otMeuarh spot — MecTo

passing of the seasons — cMeHa extraordinary — HeOOBIUHBIN
BpEMEH rozia maze — JJaGUPUHT

to allow — paspematp to plant — caxarb

to fence off — orpaxnars 3a6opom | pathway — TponuHka,

to protect — 3alMILATD JOpOXKa

damage — noBpexneHue, flanked — oGcaxxeHHBII, 06paM-
pa3pyieHue JICHHBINA

to record — 3anuchiBaTh yYew — THC

sighting — oGHapyxeune hedge — usroponn

Questions |

1. Do you know any mysterious places in Great Britain?
2. Would you like to visit them? Why? 3. Are there any mysterious
places in Russia? 4. What was Stonehenge used for? 5. Do people
believe that a huge monster lives in Loch Ness? What about you?
6. What is the most famous National Park in Great Britain? 7. Why
is the Lake District considered to be the loveliest spot in Great
Britain? 8. When is the best time to visit the Lake District? 9. Why
is Britain said to be the garden kingdom? 10. What is Longleat Safari
Park famous for?



British Character

The British are said to be polite and well-mannered people.
Polite words or phrases such as “Please”, “Thank you” and “Excuse
me” are used very often in Britain. Queuing is a national habit. At
bus stops and cinemas, in shops, banks and post offices and in lots
of other places you’ll have to join the queue and wait for your turn.
“An Englishman, even if he is alone, forms an orderly queue of
one,” said George Mikes.

The British are said to be reserved. They don’t like displaying
their emotions even in dangerous and tragic situations. But they
are not unemotional. They control their emotions because they are
taught that it is best not to show their feelings. The English hardly
ever lie, but they don’t tell you the truth either. English people take
everything with a sense of humour. You can easily offend them if
you tell them they have no sense of humour.

Englishmen tend to be rather conservative, they love familiar
things. They are proud of their traditions and carefully keep them
up. Britain has more living symbols of its past than many other
countries. Traditional uniforms are still preserved in Great Britain.
There are also a lot of traditional ceremonies such as the “Changing
of the Guard” at Buckingham Palace, “Trooping the Colour”,
which is performed on the Queen’s official birthday, or the
“Ceremony of the Keys”, that takes place every night at the Tower
of London. '

The English are practical and realistic, prudent and careful
about almost everything. Everything is orderly: the lawns and the

trees are neatly trimmed. Every Englishman is said to be a
countryman at heart. The English countryside is many things to
many people. It means peace and quiet, beauty, good health and
no crime. Most Englishmen love gardens. Gardening is one of the
most popular hobbies among Englishmen. They usually prefer a
house with a garden to an apartment in a modern block of flats.
The British people are considered to be the world’s greatest tea
drinkers. They drink it at meals and between meals. The English
tea is usually strong and with milk.
. The British love animals very much. Millions of families have
“b}rd.-tables” in their gardens. Nearly half of the households in
Britain keep at least one pet. The English take good care of their

pets. They are pet lovers.

Vocabulary

well-mannered — BocnimTaHHbII

queue — ouepeb

o queue — CTOSITb B OYEpeau

habit — npussiuka

reserved — caepxXaHHbIH

hardly ever lie — nmourn Hukoraa
HE JIryT

truth — npasna

to offend — o6uxarn

familiar — 3HaKOMBII

to preserve — COXpaHsITh

prudent — G1aropa3zyMHBbIi

Changing of the Guard — cMeHa
KapayJia KOpOJIeBCKUX IBapieli-
UeB (mopaucecmeennan yepemo-
HUA, KOmopas nposooumncs
Kaxcooe ympo eo deope neped
Byxuneemckum deoprom)

Trooping the Colour — BriHOC
3HaAMEHU (mopicecmseennan
UepeMonua paseooa Kapaynoe
C BbIHOCOM 3HAMEHU, KOomopas
npo6ooumcs @ oguyuanvHbiii
Oenb poswcdenus Morapxa)

Ceremony of the Keys — 1iepe-
MOHMS Nepelayy KIoyei
(npoxodum e aondonckom Tayspe
8 10 uacog seuepa)

lawn — nyxaiixa

neatly — akkypaTHO

to trim — noxacTpUraTh

crime — NpecTyNnHOCTD

block of flats — mHoroxsaptup-
HBI 1oM

household — cemba

to take care of — 3aGoTuTnCd 0



National Stereotypes

There are certain stereotypes of national character which are
well known in Britain. For instance, the Irish are supposed to be
great talkers, the Scots have a reputation for being careful with
money, the Welsh are renowned for their singing abilities, and the
English are considered to be reserved. These characteristics are, of
course, only caricatures and are not reliable description of
individual people from these countries.

British people give a relatively high value to the everyday
personal contacts. Some writers on Britain have talked about the
British desire “to belong”, and it is certainly true that the pub, or
the working man’s club, or the numerous other clubs devoted to
various sports and pastimes play a very important part in many
people’s lives. Many people make their social contacts through work
and, partly as a result of this, the profession is also important aspect
of their sense of identity. British people try to appear as if they belong
to as high class as possible, though nobody wants to be thought of
as “snobbish”.

The British have few living traditions and are too individualistic
to have the same everyday habits as each other. They are rather
proud of being different. However, this does not mean that they
like change. They don’t. They may not behave in traditional
ways, but they like symbols of tradition and stability. The British
are rather conservative and their conservatism can combine with
their individualism. Why should they change just to be like
everyone else? Indeed, as far as they are concerned, not being
like everyone else is a good reason not to change. Their driving
on the left-hand side of the road is a good example to this.
Systems of measurement are another example. The British
government has been trying for many years to get British people

to use the same scales that are used nearly everywhere else in
the world. But everybody in Britain still shops in pounds and
ounces.

The modern British are not really chauvinistic. Open hostility
to people from other countries is very rare. If there is any chauvinism
at all, it expresses itself through ignorance. Most British people
know remarkably little about Europe and who lives there. The
popular image of Europe seems to be that it is something to do
with the French.

It is probably true that the British, especially the English, are
more reserved than the people of many other countries. They find
it comparatively difficult to indicate friendship by open displays of
affection. For example, it is not the convention to kiss when meeting
a friend. Instead, friendship is symbolized by behaving as casually
as possible.

The British are comparatively uninterested in clothes. They
spend a lower proportion of their income on clothing than people
in most European countries do. Many people buy second-hand
clothes and are not at all embarrassed to admit this. Of course,
when peopie are “on duty”, they have to obey some quite rigid rules.
A male bank employee, for example, is expected to wear a suit
with a tie at work. But on Sundays the British like to “dress down”,
They can’t wait to take off their respectable working clothes and
slip into something really scruffy. In fact, the British are probably
more tolerant of “strange™ clothing than people in most other
countries.

The English people are great pet lovers. Practically every family
has a dog or a cat, or both. They have special dog shops selling
food, clothes and other things for dogs. There are dog hairdressing
saloons and dog cemeteries. Millions of families have “bi rd-tables”
in their gardens. Perhaps, this overall concern for animals is part of
the British love for nature.

The British are always talking about the weather. Unlike many
others, this stereotype is actually true to life. But constant remarks
about the weather at chance meetings are not the result of polite
conventions. They are not obligatory. Rather, they are the result of
the fact that, on the one hand, to ask personal questions would be
rude while, at the same time, silence would also be rude. The
weather is a very convenient topic to “fill the gap”.



Vocabulary I

for instance — HanpuMep

to be renowned — ObITb 3HAMEHU -
ThIM, CJTABUTBHCS

reliable — HaIEeXHbIH

relatively — OTHOCUTETbHO

to give a high value — BLICOKO
LIEHUTD

desire — XenaHue

NUMercus — MHOTOYMCIEHHBIA

identity — MHAMBUIYaAJIbHOCTD,
CcaMOOBITHOCTD

snobbish — criecuBBbIif, BLICOKO-
MepHbBIA

to behave — BecTH ce6s

to combine — coueTaTb, COBME-
maTh

indeed — B camoM fienie

measurement — U3MEpPEHNE

government — IpaBUTENILCTBO

scale — mixana, eAMHUALIA U3ME-
peHus

pound — QyHT

ounce — YHIUS

chauvinistic — 1IOBUHUCTHYE-
CKHUil, BHICOKOMEPHBIH,
MOIYEPKHBAIOILNIT CBOE
TIPEeBOCXOACTBO

hostility — BpaxaeGHOCTb

comparatively — cpaBHUTEIbHO

affection — NPUBSI3aHHOCTb

convention — HopMa, oObIyau

casually — 06bIuHO, HEOPEXHO

income — J10X0.1

to be embarrassed — cMyiaTbeo,
CTECHSATBCSA

to admit — npusHaBaTh

to obey — MOAUMHATHCHA

rigid — XXecTKuiA

a male bank employee — cayxa-

. LM GaHKa MYKCKOro rnoJa

to slip into — HaK1IbIBATD,
BJie3aTh B

scruffy — HepsiLLTMBbIH

tolerant — TeprimMbIi

cemetery — Kkianouiie

overall concern — BceoO1as
3abora

unlike — B oTIMYHKE

remark — 3aMeuaHue

obligatory — o0si3aTe/IbHbIA

rather — cxopee

rude — rpyObtii

convenient — ynoOHbIH

to fill the gap — 3aroJiHATD ay3y



