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READING –The Baby Giant                      WAY AHEAD READER 3A 
Long, long ago in the country of Ireland people told stories about 

giants. In these stories, the giants were not very clever, but they were 
nice people, and they helped their friends. They pulled up trees that 
grew in the wrong place, or lifted cows into the next field. 

One of the nicest and friendliest giants was called Finn. He was the 
only giant in his part of the country and he was married to a woman called 
Una. They lived in a house next to a mountain. 

Finn looked after his twenty cows and he worked in the forest 
near his house. One day, when Finn was in the forest, one of his 
friends ran up to him. 

'Finn, Finn/ shouted the friend. 'Terrible news! There's a great big 
ugly giant in town, and he's not a nice kind giant like you. He doesn't do 
any work and he takes our food. Now he's looking for you. Tomorrow he's 
going to throw you out of your house!' 

Finn ran home at once. 
'What can I do? Oh, what can I do?' Finn shouted to his wife. There's 

a new giant. He's big, he's ugly and he's coming to get me! Oh, what can I 
do?' 

'Now stop shouting,' said Una. 'Sit down quietly in your chair and tell 
me all about it.' 

Finn sat down and told his wife about the new giant. 
'He's going to come here tomorrow,1 said Finn. 'Get the suitcase, Una. 

We can put our clothes in it and leave tonight.' 
'We are not going anywhere!' said Una. 'We are staying here! Now 

go to bed and have a good night's sleep. I have a plan.' 
Una went to see her friend Kate. Kate had three children. The two 

youngest children were twin babies. 
'Can you help me, Kate?' said Una. 'Can I borrow the twins' pram 

and some of their toys tomorrow? I only want them for one day.' 
'Yes of course,' said Kate. 'But why do you want them?' 
'We're going to have a baby,' said Una. 'But only for tomorrow!' 
Next morning Una got up early. First she went out into the garden 

and picked up lots of big stones. She carried the stones into her kitchen. 
Then she started to make some cakes. Giants eat big cakes, so Una made a  
 

big bowl of cake mixture. She took four big tins and put stones into 
three of them. Then she put the cake mixture into the tins, and put the tins 
into the oven. 

Finn came into the kitchen. 
'Oh,' said Finn. 'You're making some cakes for our journey. But why is 

that big pram here? Are we going to carry our things in it?' 
'I told you yesterday,' said Una. 'We are not going anywhere. Now, 

Finn, wash your face and put on your big white shirt. Then get into that 
pram.' 

'Why?' asked Finn. 
'Don't ask questions,' said Una. 'Do it!' 
'What can I do?' said Finn. 'I can't get my legs into the pram!' 
'Just put them over the end of the pram,' said Una. Then she put a 

big towel around Finn's head, like a baby's hat. She put a big blanket 
over Finn and put the toys into the pram with him. 

'Now stay in the pram and don't move,' said Una. 'I'm going to get 
those cakes out.' 

Una took the four cakes out of the oven. 
Suddenly, there was a great noise at the door - bang, bang, bang! 
Una opened the door. There was another giant, much bigger than 

Finn. 
'Where is Finn?' shouted the giant. 'Is he at home, or is he running 

away from me?' 
Finn lay very still in the pram. 
'I'm sorry,' said Una. 'Finn's not here at the moment. He went out to 

pull up twenty trees.' 
'He's pulling up twenty trees?' said the new giant. 'That's a day's 

work.' 
'Oh no!' said Una. 'For Finn it's only ten minutes' work. Come in and 

sit down. Would you like a nice cup of tea?' 
The giant started to walk through the door. 
'Just a minute,' said Una. 'Before you come in, can you do a very small 

job for me?' 
'No!' said the giant. Then he lifted his nose. 'I can smell something  
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very nice,' he said. 
'You can smell my cakes,' said Una. 'Do that little job for me, and you 

can have one.' 
'All right,' said the giant. 'What is it?' 
'Well, Finn forgot to move the cows this morning,' said Una. 'Can you 

carry them from this field to that one?' Una pointed to the fields, on either 
side of the mountain. 

'Finn always does it the quick way. He puts one cow under each arm 
and runs over the mountain.' 

The giant's mouth dropped open. 
'Does Finn do that every day?' asked the giant. 
'Yes,' said Una. 'He moves them every morning. In the evening he 

moves them all back to the field near our house. He does it in about five 
minutes. Just do that and then you can have a nice cup of tea.' 

Two hours later the giant came through the door and sat down in a 
chair. His face was red and he was very tired. 

'Oh dear,' said Una. 'Your tea is cold now.' 'Where's 
Finn?' said the giant. Finn lay very still in the pram. 

'He isn't here now,' said Una. 'When he came home, I sent him to the 
bakery for a loaf of bread.' 

'I can go and meet him,' said the giant. 'Which way is the bakery?' 
Una pointed toward the mountain. 
'Go over the mountain,' she said. 'Walk to the Irish Sea, and then swim 

across...' 
'Just a minute,' said the giant. 'Did you say "swim"?' 
'Yes,' said Una. 'We get our bread from a nice little bakery in London, 

you see.' 
'What?' shouted the giant. 'You get your bread from a bakery in 

England?' 
'Yes,' said Una. 'It's not very near, but I like English bread and Finn 

likes to have a run and a little swim each day.' 
'Not very near!' shouted the giant. 'It's hundreds of miles away! 

How does he swim across the Irish Sea with a loaf of bread?' 
'He swims with one arm,' said Una. 'With the other arm he holds the  

 

 bread above the water.' 
The giant was not very happy. 
'I'm a bit tired,' he said. 'I'm going to stay here and wait for Finn.' 
Finn lay very still in the pram. 
Una went into the kitchen. She came out a moment later with a big 

bottle. 
'Can you do one more little job for me?' she said. 'I need some water. 

Can you go to the river and fill this bottle with water? Then I can make you 
another cup of tea.' 

'Where's the river?' asked the giant. 'Is it in Scotland?' 
'No, no,' said Una. 'The river is under the mountain. It comes out of 

the ground on the other side. You can walk round to the other side of the 
mountain to get water, but Finn always lifts the mountain to fill the bottle.' 

The giant walked over to the mountain. He put his hands on the side 
of the mountain and pulled. After a very long time he pulled up the 
mountain and filled the bottle with water. 

'Here's the water,' said the giant, and he sat down in Finn's chair. He 
was very, very tired. 

Finn lay very still in the pram. 
Thank you,' said Una. 'Now I can make you a nice cup of tea, and 

you can have one of my cakes.' She looked at the cakes carefully, and gave 
the giant a cake with stones in. 

The giant took a big bite out of the cake. 
'OW!' shouted the giant. 'My teeth hurt! What's in these cakes?' 
'Be quiet!' said Una. The baby is sleeping.' 
Una went to the pram. 
'Cry, Finn,' she whispered, and Finn cried like a baby. 
'Look,' said Una. 'After all your noise, the baby is waking up' 
'Don't cry, my little baby,' she said to Finn. 'Here's a cake for you.' She 

gave Finn the only cake with no stones in. 
'Mmm,' said Finn and he quickly ate the cake. The giant got up and 

looked into the pram. 
'That's a very big baby,' said the giant. 'But - where's the cake?' 
'He likes my cakes,' said Una. 'He eats them very quickly.' 
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'I broke my tooth on your cake,' said the giant. 'Are your baby's teeth 

very strong?' 
'Oh, no!' said Una, and she laughed. 'He's only a little baby. He 

doesn't have any teeth at all!' 
The giant looked closely at Finn 
'Hello baby,' said the giant, and he put his finger into Finn's mouth. 

Finn bit the giant's finger very hard. 
'OW!' shouted the giant. 'My finger! My finger!' The giant looked at 

the baby again. Then he turned and walked quickly to the door. 
'I'm going now,' said the giant. 'I'm not going to wait for Finn.' 
'Don't go,' said Una. 'Stay and have your cup of tea. Finn really wants 

to meet you.' 
'Well I don't want to meet Finn,' said the giant. 'That baby has no 

teeth, but he can eat your hard cakes. Do I want to meet his father? No thank 
you! I'm going to leave now!' 

He ran out of the house, and Finn and Una never saw him again. 
 
The baby giant - questions 

1. What was the name of Finn's wife? 
2. Where did Finn live? 
3. What did Una borrow from Kate? 
4. What did Una get from the garden? 
5. What did Finn put on? 
6. Who got into the pram? 
7. How did Finn move the cows? 
8. Where was the bakery? 
9. How did Finn get water from the river? 
10. Why did the giant break a tooth on Una's cake? 
11. What did Finn bite? 
12. Why did the giant run out of Finn's house? 

 
 

Giant people 
In nearly every part of the world, people tell stories about giants. In 

some stories the giants are just very tall men. In other stories the giants are 
bigger than the highest mountain. But these are all stories. Let's look at 
some real giants. 

The tallest man living today is Haji Mohammad Alam Channa. He 
was born in 1956, in Pakistan. The tallest woman is Sandy Allen, who was 
born in 1955 and who lives in the USA. They are both 2 metres 33 
centimetres tall. 
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The tallest man 

of all time was an 
American called 
Robert Wadlow. He 
was born in 1918 
and he was 2 metres 
72 centimetres tall. 
His hands were 32 
centimetres long. 
(This book is 23 
centimetres from top 
to bottom!) 

The shortest 
man in the world is 
Mohammed Gul from India. He is just 57 
centimetres tall! 

Two hundred years ago, in England, people 
called Daniel Lambert a giant. 

He weighed 335 kilos. He was I metre 80 
centimetres tall - and 2 metres 33 centimetres 
round the middle! 

Jon Minnoch (1941-1983) was the heaviest man 
ever. He weighed more than 630 kilos! 

When he went into hospital, he slept on two 
beds tied together. When he wanted to turn over in bed, he needed thirteen 
people to help him. 
Giant people - questions 

1. Where was Haji Mohammad Alam Channa born? 
2. Where was the tallest woman born? 
3. Where did the tallest man of all time live? 
4. Robert Wadlow's hands were longer than this book. True or false? 
5. Where does the shortest man live? 
6. Who was the heaviest man in the world? 
7. How many people helped Jon Minnoch to turn over  in bed? 

Giant animals 
The biggest animal in the world does not live on land at all - it 

lives in the sea. It is the blue whale. Some blue whales are more than 30 
metres long. These whales are as heavy as 35 elephants, or 2000 people. 

Blue whales make singing noises to each other. These whale 'songs' 
can travel hundreds of kilometres through the water to other blue 
whales. A whale song is the loudest sound in the world from a living 
animal. 

The biggest animal on land is the African 
elephant. Often these elephants are more than 
three metres tall and weigh more than 5000 
kilos. The tallest animal on land is the giraffe. 
From its feet to the top of its head it can grow 

as high as six metres! 
 
Giant animals - questions 

1. What is the biggest animal in the world? 
2. What is the loudest sound in the world from a living animal? 
3. What is the biggest animal on land? 
4. Which is taller - the African elephant or the giraffe? 
5. How tall can giraffes grow? 
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Richard ran up to the ball. 'Are you ready, Jack?' he shouted. 
' Ready,' shouted Jack. 
Richard kicked the ball to his friend. His sister, Gail, watched 

them. 
'Can I play too?' she asked. 
Richard shook his head. 'Girls don't play football,' he said. 
Gail didn't answer. She was angry with Richard. 'He is horrible 

sometimes,' she said to herself. 'Never mind, I'll go to the funfair.' 
The fairground music was playing. It was happy music. Gail walked 

towards the fairground entrance. Then she stopped. She didn't want to go to 
the funfair alone. That was no fun. She looked at the two boys. 

'Don't be angry, Gail,' he shouted. 'Wait for us. Then we can all go 
to the funfair.' 

Richard kicked the ball one last time, but he kicked it too hard. The 
ball flew past Jack, over the entrance, and into the fairground. 

'Oh no!' Jack shouted. 'Can you see it, Gail? Can you see the ball?' 
'No,' said Gail. There are so many people. Wait! Yes, it's on the ground 

by the ice cream stall. I'll go and get it. Oh no!' 
There was a man in a red jacket next to the ice cream stall. He saw the 

ball and picked it up. He looked at it, then he put it in his bag. 
'Hey!' Gail shouted. That's our ball!' 
The man didn't hear her. He walked away with the ball in his bag. 
'Come on,' said Jack. 'Let's go into the funfair and find the man.' 
There are hundreds of people,' said Richard. 'How are we going to 

find him?' 
 

'He has a bag and he's wearing a red jacket; said Gail. 'I remember 
that.' 

'I can't see him,' said Jack. 
'Look!' said Gail. 'Over there! That's him!' 
The man in the red jacket was waiting next to the roller coaster. 
'Come on,' said Richard, 'before he gets on it.' 
They ran towards the roller coaster. 
'Where is he?' asked Jack. 'I can't see him now.' 
Gail pulled Jack's arm. 'He's over there,' she said very quietly. 'But 

what's he doing?' 
'He's... He's... I think he's taking that lady's purse,' said Jack. 'Yes, he 

is. He's a pickpocket! Hey! Stop that!' 
began to run. 
'He's got your purse!' Gail shouted to the woman as they ran past 

her. 
'He's going on the roller coaster!' said Richard. 
The man ran past the entrance and jumped into one of the cars. 
Richard jumped into the last car just in time. Gail and Jack followed 

him. 
'I hate roller coasters!' screamed Richard. 'Hold 

on tight, then!' shouted Gail. 
The roller coaster rushed down and then up. Everybody screamed, 

except Gail. 'Look, Richard!' she shouted. The people look like toy 
soldiers.' 

'I can't look!' said Richard. 
Down and up, the roller coaster rushed on... 
Richard's eyes were shut. He opened them for a second 
'I can't believe this,' he said. 'It's horrible!' 
He closed his eyes quickly as the roller coaster went down again.  
'When is this going to stop?' said Jack. 'I think I'm going to be 

sick!' 
The roller coaster went up again... up and up and up. They were at 

the top of an enormous drop! Gail loved the roller coaster, but she 
closed her eyes too, this time. 
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Woosh! Down they came.  
The roller coaster slowed down as it came to the entrance. Gail opened 

her eyes quickly. She saw the man. 'He's getting off now,' she said. 'Come 
on.' 

'I can't move,' said Richard, but Gail and Jack pulled him out of the 
car. 

'We must follow him,' said Jack. 'He's got our ball, and that lady's 
purse.' 

'He's going to the Ghost Train!' said Gail. 
They ran to the Ghost Train. They jumped into the last car. The 

train began to move. The doors of the Ghost House opened, and the car 
went in. 

Inside it was completely dark. The train went very fast. There was 
a flash of lightning, and a ghost jumped out at them. They all screamed 
this time. Then it went dark again. 

'I hate this,' said Richard. 'I really, really hate this.' 
'The man probably hates it too,' said Gail. 'But we must follow him.' 
'Can you see the man?' asked Jack. 
'He's in the first car. I can't see him,' said Gail, 'but there's a skeleton. 

Oooh!' 
A skeleton jumped out of the wall, and bats flew in front of them. The 

people on the Ghost Train shouted and screamed. 
Richard closed his eyes. He wanted it to finish. 
Suddenly Gail shouted in his ear. 'Richard! Jack is trying to get to the 

man!' 
Richard opened his eyes. He saw Jack climbing into the next car. 
'Jack! Don't do that!' Richard shouted. 'You're going to hurt yourself!' 
They both saw Jack's head for a moment, then - nothing. 'Maybe he 

fell...' said Richard. 'Maybe he...' 
'No, Richard, I'm sure he's all right,' said Gail. But she wasn't sure. 

She couldn't see Jack, and she was worried. 
There were more flashes of lightning. They heard horrible laughter, 

and they saw huge spiders on the wall. Richard was very unhappy. 
 
 

'Where are you, Jack?' he shouted. 'Where are you?' 
The Ghost Train was very noisy. It was impossible to hear 

anything. It was very dark in the Ghost House. Five minutes was like an 
hour! 

At last the Ghost Train went more slowly. It was nearly the end of the 
ride. They could see doors at the end of the track. The doors opened. 

'It's finished!' said Gail. 
Suddenly, there was light everywhere... and there was Jack in the 

second car! He was right behind the man! 
'Where's our ball?' he shouted. 
But the man jumped out of the first car and ran round a corner. The 

three children followed him. 
Jack saw it first. The Hall of Mirrors! He's going to the Hall of 

Mirrors!' 
'But it's closed!' said Richard. 'Look at the sign!'  
Gail ran round to the back. The man wasn't there. She saw a door. It 

wasn't quite closed. 
'That's the exit; she thought. 'I'm sure the man is inside.' She pulled 

the door open and went inside. The door closed behind her. 
Outside the Hall of Mirrors, the boys looked for Gail. 
'I don't understand,' said Jack. 'Where's Gail? She's disappeared.' 
Richard was very worried. 'This is all my fault; he said. 'I lost the ball, 

and I was horrible to Gail. We must find her.' 
They found the door at the back of the Hall of Mirrors. It wouldn't 

open. 
'I'm sure she's in there,' said Richard. 'We must get help.' 
Inside the Hall of Mirrors, it was very quiet. Gail walked along a dark 

passage. 
'I liked the roller coaster,' she thought. 'And the Ghost Train didn't 

worry me. But I don't like it here. Where are the boys?' 
At the end of the passage, there was another door. 'Here goes!' said 

Gail, and she pushed the door open 
Suddenly there was lots of light. Here it was - the Hall of Mirrors! 

Gail looked around. In the mirrors, she saw ten Gails. Then she saw ten  
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Gails. Then she saw ten men in red jackets in the mirrors too! They all 

looked angry. Gail was frightened. Which was the real man? 
The man moved quickly and all his reflections moved too. 'He's trying 

to run away again,' thought Gail. 
Then she heard a shout. 'Gail, where are you?' 
It was Richard. Gail turned round and saw him, the real Richard. Jack 

was behind him, with a big policeman. 
But the man in the red jacket looked in the mirrors and saw twenty 

boys and ten big policemen. He was very frightened. 
Til come quietly,' he said. 
The policeman took him outside. The children followed them. 
'Thank you, that was good work!' the policeman said to the children, 

and he took the man away. 
Gail ran after the policeman. 'He has our ball,' she said. 
The man took the ball out of his bag and gave it to her. She ran back to 

Richard and Jack. 
'Here's the ball; she said. 
'Thank you, Gail,' said Richard. Tm sorry I was horrible. Will you 

play with us?' 
Gail smiled. 'Let's all have an ice cream first; she said. 'Then I want 

another ride on the roller coaster!' 
'Oh no!' said Richard, and they all laughed. 

 
The fairground adventure -questions 

1. What game were the boys playing outside the fairground? 
2. Why was Gail angry with Richard? 
3. Who picked up the ball in the fairground? 
4. What was the man wearing? 
5. What did the man take before he ran on to the roller coaster? 
6. Who liked the roller coaster ride? Who didn't like it? 
7. Where did the children see the skeleton? 
8. What did Jack do on this ride? 
9. Where did Gail disappear? 
10. Why did the boys look for a policeman? 

 

11.   
12. What made the man frightened? 
13. What do you see in a mirror? 
14. What did the man give to Gail? 
15. What two things did Gail want to do in the end? Where does 

this ride go? Look at the picture and write five sentences. Use one 
of the words in the box to help you with each sentence. 
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